PBI PROBONO
INSTITUTE
ANNUAL PRO BONO SERVICE GOAL

Attorneys in the United States have an ethical obligation to do pro bono. The American Bar
Association (ABA) Model Rule of Professional Conduct 6.1 sets an annual aspirational goal for
pro bono hours: “Every lawyer has a professional responsibility to provide legal services to those
unable to pay. A lawyer should aspire to render at least (50) hours of pro bono publico legal
services per year.” The rule goes on to describe what types of pro bono legal services a lawyer
should do to fulfill this responsibility.

All U.S. jurisdictions acknowledge, through their Rules of Professional Conduct, the important
purpose pro bono work serves both lawyers, who gain valuable experience by serving as advocates,
and disadvantaged communities, who greatly benefit from competent legal representation that they
could otherwise not afford. Most jurisdictions have adopted a version of ABA Model Rule 6.1 and
embraced the general principle that lawyers “should render public interest legal service.” A
majority have adopted an annual pro bono service goal, setting a standard to encourage their
attorneys to maintain this necessary professional obligation. A few jurisdictions have not adopted
ABA Model Rule 6.1 and instead incorporate the ethical duty to do pro bono into a different rule
or comment. All are committed to pro bono.

As of August 2026, the annual pro bono service goal in U.S. jurisdictions is as follows:

e 25 jurisdictions follow ABA Model Rule 6.1 in setting an annual aspirational goal of
50 pro bono hours: Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, District of
Columbia, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland,
Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, New York, North Carolina, Rhode Island, Tennessee,
Utah, Vermont, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.

® 6 states set an annual aspirational goal of fewer than 50 pro bono hours: Florida (20
hours), Massachusetts (25 hours), Mississippi (20 hours), Nevada (20 hours), New
Hampshire (30 hours) and Washington (30 hours).

e Oregon is the only state that sets an annual aspirational goal of more than 50 pro
bono hours (80 hours).

e Virginia is the only state that sets an annual aspirational pro bono goal as a
percentage proportionate to a lawyer’s professional time (two percent).

e 18 states do not set an annual aspirational goal for pro bono hours: Alabama,
Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Kansas, Maine, Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey, New
Mexico, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota,
Texas, and West Virginia.

The chart below summarizes the rules governing annual pro bono service goals in all fifty states
and the District of Columbia, including any deviations from ABA Model Rule 6.1.
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https://www.americanbar.org/groups/probono_public_service/policy/aba_model_rule_6_1/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/probono_public_service/policy/aba_model_rule_6_1/

Summary of Rules on Annual Pro Bono Hours!

State Annual Goal State Rule Rule Highlights
Maintains that a “lawyer should render
Alabama No annual goal Ala. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 public interest legal service” without
stating an annual hours goal.
Alaska 50 hours Alaska R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 | Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Arizona 50 hours Ariz. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Arkansas 50 hours Ark. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Cmt. 5 includes the 50-hour annual goal
California 50 hours Cal. R. Prgrf;lltcso nduct 1.0 set forth by ABA Model Rule 6.1. Cal. R.
E— Prof’l Conduct Rule 6.1 is reserved.
Colorado 50 hours Colo. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 | Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Maintains that a “lawyer should render
Connecticut No annual goal Conn. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 | public interest legal service” without
stating an annual hours goal.
Maintains that a “lawyer should render
Delaware No annual goal Del. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 public interest legal service” without
stating an annual hours goal.
District of 50 hours D.C. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1, | Cmt. 5 includes the 50-hour annual goal
Columbia b cmt. 5 set forth by ABA Model Rule 6.1.
Florida 20 hours Fla. R. Prof'l Conduct 4- Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1, except
6.1(b)(1) lowers annual goal from 50 to 20 hours
Georgia 50 hours Ga. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Hawai‘i 50 hours Haw. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Idaho 50 hours Idaho R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 | Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Cmt. 6A maintains that a lawyer “should
provide services in the public interest.”
Cmt. 6B explains: “The absence from the
Illinois Rules of a counterpart to ABA
Model Rule 6.1 regarding pro bono and
public service should not be interpreted as
o 11 R. Prof’l Conduct limiting the responsibility o'f layvyers to
Ilinois No annual goal Preamble cmis. 6A & 6B render uncompensated service in the public
* interest. Rather, the rationale is that this
responsibility is not appropriate for
disciplinary rules because it is not possible
to articulate an appropriate disciplinary
standard regarding pro bono and public
service.” Ill. R. Prof’l Conduct 6.1 is
reserved.
Indiana 50 hours Ind. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1. Cmt. 1 includes the 50-hour annual goal
cmt. 1 set forth by ABA Model Rule 6.1.

! Some rules include additional restrictions. See the text of the rules for complete information.
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https://judicial.alabama.gov/docs/library/rules/cond6_1.pdf
https://courts.alaska.gov/rules/docs/prof.pdf
https://tools.dev.azbar.org/RulesofProfessionalConduct/ViewRule.aspx?id=15
https://opinions.arcourts.gov/ark/cr/en/item/1868/index.do#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc118190984/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgEYOAODgTgAMfbgBYAlABpk2UoQgBFRIVwBPaAHJ1EiITC4Ei5Ws3bd+kAGU8pAEJqASgFEAMo4BqAQQByAYUcTSMAAjaFJ2MTEgA
https://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rules-of-Professional-Conduct.pdf
https://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/rules/Rules-of-Professional-Conduct.pdf
https://www.courts.state.co.us/userfiles/file/Court_Probation/01st_Judicial_District/Rule%20Change%202024(06).pdf
https://www.jud.ct.gov/publications/PracticeBook/PB.pdf
https://courts.delaware.gov/ODC/Digest/dlrpc.aspx
https://www.dcbar.org/for-lawyers/legal-ethics/rules-of-professional-conduct/public-service/pro-bono-public-service
https://www.dcbar.org/for-lawyers/legal-ethics/rules-of-professional-conduct/public-service/pro-bono-public-service
https://www.floridabar.org/member/probono/#:~:text=Bar%20rules%20allow%20law%20firms,the%20poor%20or%20working%20poor:
https://www.floridabar.org/member/probono/#:~:text=Bar%20rules%20allow%20law%20firms,the%20poor%20or%20working%20poor:
https://www.gabar.org/Handbook/index.cfm#handbook/rule140
https://www.courts.state.hi.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/hrpcond_ada.htm
https://ilf.idaho.gov/ivlp/pro-bono-opportunities/#:~:text=Idaho%20Rule%20of%20Professional%20Conduct%206.1&text=A%20lawyer%20should%20aspire%20to,community%2C%20governmental%20and%20educational%20organizations
https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/0c94eda9-0b73-4ea2-bc1d-4200e503f2a1/070109.pdf
https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/0c94eda9-0b73-4ea2-bc1d-4200e503f2a1/070109.pdf
https://rules.incourts.gov/Content/prof-conduct/rule6-1/current.htm
https://rules.incourts.gov/Content/prof-conduct/rule6-1/current.htm

State

Annual Goal

State Rule

Rule Highlights

JTowa R. Prof'l Conduct

Iowa 50 hours 32:6.1 Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Maintains that a “lawyer should render
Kansas No annual goal Kan. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 public interest legal service” without
stating an annual hours goal.
Ky. R. Prof'l Conduct .
Kentucky 50 hours 3.130(6.1) Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Louisiana 50 hours La. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Rule 6.1, cmt. 11 of the Maine Rules of
Maine No annual goal Me. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 Professional Conduct exp .11(.:1t1y states “this
rule does not express a minimum of pro
bono legal hours . . .”
Md. R. Prof'l Conduct 19- -
Maryland 50 hours 306.1(b) Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Massachusetts 25 hours Mass. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1, except
lowers annual goal from 50 to 25 hours
Maintains that a “lawyer should render
Michigan No annual goal Mich. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 | public interest legal service” without
stating an annual hours goal.
Minnesota 50 hours Minn. R. Prof1 Conduct 6.1 | Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Mississini 20 hours Miss. R. Prof'l Conduct Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1, except
pp 6.1(b)(1) lowers annual goal from 50 to 20 hours
Maintains that a “lawyer should render
Missouri No annual goal Mo. R. Prof'l Conduct 4-6.1 | public interest legal service” without
stating an annual hours goal.
Montana 50 hours Mont. R. Prof'1 Conduct 6.1 Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Nebraska 50 hours Neb. Sup. Ct. R. § 3-506.1, | Cmt. 1 includes the 50-hour annual goal
cmt. 1 set forth by ABA Model Rule 6.1.
20 hours (or 60 at Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1, except
Nevada Nev. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 lowers annual goal from 50 to 20 hours or
reduced fee)
60 hours at a reduced fee
New Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1, except
Hampshire 30 hours N.H. R. Profl Conduct 6.1 lowers annual goal from 50 to 30 hours
Maintains that a “lawyer has a professional
New Jersey No annual goal N.J. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 responsibility to render public interest

legal service” without stating an annual
hours goal.

New Mexico

No annual goal

N.M. R. Prof'l Conduct 16-
601

Maintains that the “legal profession has a
responsibility to provide legal services to
those unable to pay” without stating an
annual hours goal.

New York

50 hours

NYSBA N.Y.R. Profll
Conduct 6.1(a)(1)

Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
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https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/ICRC/32.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/ICRC/32.pdf
https://kscourts.gov/Rules-Orders/Rules/6-1-Public-Service-Pro-Bono-Public-Service
https://casetext.com/rule/kansas-court-rules/kansas-rules-relating-to-discipline-of-attorneys/rule-240-rules-of-professional-conduct/rule-61-public-service-pro-bono-public-service
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N3DF7B2C0A91D11DA8F5EE32367A250AE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=StatuteNavigator&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://govt.westlaw.com/kyrules/Document/N3DF7B2C0A91D11DA8F5EE32367A250AE?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=StatuteNavigator&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://www.lsba.org/documents/ATJ/ropc.pdf
https://mebaroverseers.org/regulation/bar_rules.html?id=88254
https://govt.westlaw.com/mdc/Document/N627E4B30780C11F0B76FD351B27197C7?originationContext=document&transitionType=StatuteNavigator&needToInjectTerms=False&viewType=FullText&ppcid=6fa776448a2148c3b4995d2e468994a2&bhcp=1&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://govt.westlaw.com/mdc/Document/N627E4B30780C11F0B76FD351B27197C7?originationContext=document&transitionType=StatuteNavigator&needToInjectTerms=False&viewType=FullText&ppcid=6fa776448a2148c3b4995d2e468994a2&bhcp=1&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://www.mass.gov/supreme-judicial-court-rules/rules-of-professional-conduct-rule-61-voluntary-pro-bono-publico-service
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/492c94/siteassets/rules-instructions-administrative-orders/rules-of-professional-conduct/michigan-rules-of-professional-conduct.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/court_rules/pr/subtype/cond/id/6.1/
https://courts.ms.gov/research/rules/msrulesofcourt/rules_of_professional_conduct.pdf
https://courts.ms.gov/research/rules/msrulesofcourt/rules_of_professional_conduct.pdf
https://www.courts.mo.gov/courts/ClerkHandbooksP2RulesOnly.nsf/c0c6ffa99df4993f86256ba50057dcb8/384af6c9c3fdae1d86256ca600521254
https://courts.mt.gov/external/rules/mtr_prof_cond.pdf
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/supreme-court-rules/chapter-3-attorneys-and-practice-law/article-5-nebraska-rules-professional-51
https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/supreme-court-rules/chapter-3-attorneys-and-practice-law/article-5-nebraska-rules-professional-51
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/courtrules/rpc.html
https://www.courts.nh.gov/new-hampshire-rules-professional-conduct/rule-61-voluntary-pro-bono-publico-service
https://www.njcourts.gov/attorneys/rules-of-court?section=All
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmra/en/item/5699/index.do#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc234312514/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgCYBmAFi4EYOAVn48AlABpk2UoQgBFRIVwBPaAHJ1EiITC4Ei5Ws3bd+kAGU8pAEJqASgFEAMo4BqAQQByAYUcTSMAAjaFJ2MTEgA
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmra/en/item/5699/index.do#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc234312514/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgCYBmAFi4EYOAVn48AlABpk2UoQgBFRIVwBPaAHJ1EiITC4Ei5Ws3bd+kAGU8pAEJqASgFEAMo4BqAQQByAYUcTSMAAjaFJ2MTEgA
https://www.nycourts.gov/ad3/agc/rules/22NYCRR-Part-1200.pdf
https://www.nycourts.gov/ad3/agc/rules/22NYCRR-Part-1200.pdf

State

Annual Goal

State Rule

Rule Highlights

North Carolina

50 hours

N.C. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1

Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1

North Dakota

No annual goal

N.D. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1

Maintains that a “lawyer should render
public interest legal service” without
stating an annual hours goal.

Ohio

No annual goal

Ohio R. Prof'l Conduct 6.2
cmt. 1

Cmt. 1 maintains that “All lawyers have a
responsibility to assist in providing pro
bono publico service.” Ohio R. Prof'l
Conduct 6.1 states “The Supreme Court of
Ohio has deferred consideration of Model
Rule 6.1 in light of recommendations
contained in the final report of the
Supreme Court Task Force on Pro Se and
Indigent Representation and
recommendations from the Ohio Access to
Justice Foundation.”

Oklahoma

No annual goal

Okla. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1

Maintains that a “lawyer should render
public interest legal service” without
stating an annual hours goal.

Oregon

80 hours

OSB Policy 12.100 Pro Bono

Service Aspirational
Standard

Of the 80 pro bono service hours, 20-40
hours, or two cases, should involve the
“direct provision of legal services to the
poor.” Or. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 is
reserved.

Pennsylvania

No annual goal

Pa. R. Prof’l Conduct 6.1

Maintains that a “lawyer should render
public interest legal service” without
stating an annual hours goal.

Rhode Island

50 hours

R.I.Disciplinary R. Prof'l
Conduct 6.1

Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1

South Carolina

No annual goal

S.C. R. Profl Conduct 6.1

Maintains that a “lawyer should render
public interest legal service” without
stating an annual hours goal.

Maintains that a “lawyer should render

South Dakota No annual goal S.D. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 public interest legal service” without
stating an annual hours goal.
Tennessee 50 hours Tenn. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 | Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Maintains that “each lawyer engaged in the
Texas No annual woal Tex. Disciplinary R. Prof'l | practice of law should render public
& Conduct 6.01 cmt.3 interest legal service” without stating an
annual hours goal.
Utah 50 hours Utah R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Vermont 50 hours Vt. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
At least 2% of Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1, except
Virginia lawyer’s Va. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 the annual goal is “two percent per year of

professional time

the lawyer’s professional time.”
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https://www.ncbar.gov/for-lawyers/ethics/rules-of-professional-conduct/rule-61-voluntary-pro-bono-publico-service/
https://www.ndcourts.gov/legal-resources/rules/ndrprofconduct/6-1
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/LegalResources/Rules/ProfConduct/profConductRules.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/docs/LegalResources/Rules/ProfConduct/profConductRules.pdf
https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=73718
https://www.osbar.org/_docs/rulesregs/OSBpolicies.pdf
https://www.osbar.org/_docs/rulesregs/OSBpolicies.pdf
https://www.osbar.org/_docs/rulesregs/OSBpolicies.pdf
https://www.padisciplinaryboard.org/for-attorneys/rules/rule/3/the-rules-of-professional-conduct#rule-188
https://www.courts.ri.gov/attorney-resources/Documents/Supreme-Rules-Article5_oct%202023.pdf
https://www.courts.ri.gov/attorney-resources/Documents/Supreme-Rules-Article5_oct%202023.pdf
https://www.sccourts.org/courtReg/displayRule.cfm?ruleID=407.0&subRuleID=RULE%206%2E1&ruleType=APP
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/16-18-A
https://www.tncourts.gov/rules/supreme-court/8
https://www.legalethicstexas.com/resources/rules/texas-disciplinary-rules-of-professional-conduct/
https://www.legalethicstexas.com/resources/rules/texas-disciplinary-rules-of-professional-conduct/
https://legacy.utcourts.gov/rules/view.php?type=ucja&rule=13-6.1
https://www.vermontjudiciary.org/sites/default/files/documents/VermontRulesofProfessionalConduct.pdf
https://vsb.org/Site/Site/about/rules-regulations/rpc-part6-sec2.aspx

State

Annual Goal

State Rule

Rule Highlights

Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1, except

Washington 30 hours Wash. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 lowers annual goal from 50 to 30 hours.
Maintains that “every lawyer has a
West Virginia No annual goal W. Va. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 prof.essmnal responsibility to p,r’ov.lde legal
services to those unable to pay” without
stating an annual hours goal.
Wisconsin 50 hours Wis. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
Wyoming 50 hours Wyo. R. Prof'l Conduct 6.1 Similar to ABA Model Rule 6.1
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https://www.courts.wa.gov/court_rules/?fa=court_rules.list&group=ga&set=RPC
https://www.courtswv.gov/legal-community/court-rules/west-virginia-rules-professional-conduct#rule6.1
https://www.wicourts.gov/sc/rules/chap20b.pdf
https://www.wyocourts.gov/app/uploads/2026/06/Wyoming-Rules-of-Professional-Conduct-eff-August-2026.pdf
http://www.probonoinst.org/
http://www.probonoinst.org/

